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Key Takeaways
•	 Metaculus forecasters have sharply raised their 2026 measles case estimates to 1,396 (50% prediction interval [696, 2,644]) 

following the November increase in cases.
•	 Forecasters expect mild seasons for both COVID-19 and RSV, with a projected peak hospitalization rate of 3.5 and 3.1 per 100k, 

respectively.
•	 Vaccination coverage estimates have decreased for COVID-19 (older adults and children) and RSV (older adults).

A Closer Look
Measles
The number of measles cases in the US rose in November. Considering the 
seasonality of measles, which peaks in late winter or early spring, forecasters 
further revised their 2026 case estimates upward from 959 to 1,396 (50% 
prediction interval [696, 2,644]).

Influenza
Forecaster estimates for both the percentage of influenza A in tested sequences 
(90.1% [78.0%, 94.7%]) and the proportion of influenza A cases that will be 
H3N2 (84.1% [69.8%, 91.6%]) saw a slight rise over the last month, as early data 
emerged. The probability of an influenza season of High or Very High severity 
slightly decreased (from 31.6% to 28.2%).

Peak Hospitalization and Timing Forecasts
Forecasters have further made slight reductions to their estimates for COVID-19 
and RSV peak hospitalizations based on early data. This trend is also visible in the RSV hospitalization rates for the 0-4 years and 65 and 
above age groups, which are projected to peak at 20.6 [14.3, 29.6] and 6.5 [5.3, 7.6] hospitalizations per 100k people, respectively. Flu 
estimates and forecasts for the timing of the disease peaks remain stable.

This project is supported in part by the National Science Foundation under Award No. 2438211. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or 
recommendations expressed in this project are those of Metaculus and our forecasters, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science 
Foundation. All current forecasts can be found at Metaculus’ Respiratory Outlook 2025/26.

Weekly hospitalization rates per 
100,000 according to RESP-NET 
along with Metaculus forecasts 
for the peak hospitalization rate 
in the 2025-26 season and the 
associated timing. Diamonds 
reflect median forecasts for 
the magnitude and timing of 
the peak, vertical bars show 

50% prediction intervals for the 
magnitude, and horizontal bars 

show 50% prediction intervals for 
the timing of the peak. Forecasts 
from last month (November 24) 
are shown with transparency.

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4896574/#:~:text=The%20morbidity%20of%20measles%20shows,of%20frequent%20outbreaks%20of%20measles.
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38697/us-measles-outbreak-2026/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38762/what-of-tested-flu-sequences-type-a-during-by-apr-2026/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38763/what-proportions-of-influenza-a-subtype-sequences-will-cdc-report-during-the-2025-2026-season/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38763/what-proportions-of-influenza-a-subtype-sequences-will-cdc-report-during-the-2025-2026-season/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38780/what-will-be-the-cdcs-in-season-flu-severity-assessment-for-2025-2026/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38694/peak-respiratory-magnitudes-2025-2026/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38765/what-will-be-the-maximum-weekly-rate-of-new-hospital-admissions-per-100000-people-for-rsv-for-the-following-age-groups-in-the-2025-2026-season/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38696/when-will-the-maximum-weekly-rate-of-new-hospital-admissions-per-100000-people-occur-for-the-following-respiratory-illnesses-in-the-2025-2026-season/
https://www.metaculus.com/tournament/respiratory-outlook-25-26/
https://www.cdc.gov/resp-net/dashboard/?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fsurveillance%2Fresp-net%2Fdashboard.html
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Vaccinations
Vaccination coverage forecasts for influenza and RSV have largely remained stable, with some upward and downward fluctuations, 
following the publication of the first data for the season. RSV vaccinations in older adults are one exception, as forecasts have continued 
to decline significantly following lower October and November numbers than the previous season, despite coverage being cumulative. 
Forecasters already expected lower vaccine coverage for COVID-19, and their estimates remain stable following the low vaccination rates 
reported for November.

Methodology
Metaculus develops forecasting programs to improve decision-making and public coordination on topics of global importance and 
operates one of the world’s largest forecasting platforms. The Respiratory Outlook 2025/26 initiative is designed to harness the 
effectiveness of crowd forecasting for real-time decision-making, aiding public health officials in responding to ongoing epidemiological 
changes and better anticipating future conditions. Five Metaculus Pro Forecasters, among the most accurate forecasters on Metaculus, 
are contributing to the Respiratory Outlook 2025/26 initiative.

Influenza COVID-19 RSV

Group Coverage Group Coverage Group Coverage

Children 
6m to 17y

47.3% ↔
[44.6%, 51.0%]

46.9%
[44.5%, 49.2%]

Children 
6m to 17y

10.8% ↔
[9.3%, 13.2%]

11.4%
[9.9%, 12.9%]

Pregnant 
women 

age 18–49

39.8% ↑
[34.0%, 45.1%]

37.6%
[32.5%, 42.8%]

Adults 
age 18+

46.9% ↑
[44.8%, 50.2%]

45.6%
[43.3%, 47.7%]

Adults 
age 18+

20.3% ↔
[18.0%, 21.9%]

20.7%
[18.5%, 22.6%]

Infants 
age <8m

47.2% ↓
[38.9%, 53.3%]

49.0%
[43.6%, 54.3%]

Adults 
age 65+

71.0% ↔
[68.9%, 74.1%]

70.8%
[68.1%, 73.0%]

Adults 
age 65+

40.8% ↔
[38.1%, 43.8%]

41.1%
[37.5%, 44.7%]

Adults 
age 75+

53.1% ↓
[47.6%, 61.3%]

55.5%
[51.5%, 59.9%]

This table displays the median and 50% prediction interval for vaccine coverage by age group for flu, COVID-19, and RSV, with values in 
italic representing the forecast from November 24.

https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38727/flu-us-vaccine-coverage-2025-26/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38764/2025-26-rsv-immunization-coverage-for-the-following-groups-in-the-us/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/38726/covid-19-us-booster-coverage-2025-26/
https://www.metaculus.com/home/
https://www.metaculus.com/tournament/respiratory-outlook-25-26/
https://www.metaculus.com/services/pro-forecasters/
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